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This tour offered a fantastic mix of ancient history and some fine desert and migration birding. Our first 

afternoon was spent walking the Gezira Sports grounds where we found many of Cairo’s common species and 

migrants, namely: Eurasian Blackbird, Eurasian Kestrel, Graceful Prinia and Collared Flycatcher. An early night 

was in order as we all recovered from our travels and prepared for the following days birding. 

 

The morning was spent at some fish ponds close to Cairo where we had some great birding. Clamorous Warbler 

made a racket in the reeds and a good selection of shore birds were found on the ponds muddy fringes. Spotted 

Redshank, Ruff, Little Ringed Plover and Common Snipe were all recorded. Some reasonable views of a 

gorgeous female Greater Painted Snipe were had before she vanished into the 

thicker vegetation. On our way back to town we were treated to some color; 

White-throated Kingfisher and Blue-cheeked Bee-eater hunted from the 

telephone lines.  

 

After a good mornings birding we dedicated our afternoon to visiting the 

legendary Giza Pyramids. After an informative tour of the site Gabriella and 

Holly braved the cramped tunnel and ventured into the heart of the Pyramid of 

Khafre. Thereafter, some fun was had with a camel. Later, as the light faded we 

watched the sound and light show projected onto the pyramids and the mighty 

Sphinx. 

 

At the Saqqara step pyramid we were disappointed to see that the resident Pharoah Eagle Owl was nowhere to be 

found. After extensive searching we concluded that the bird had moved on and this fact was confirmed by a local 

craft seller. So we relaxed and enjoyed the areas rich history. This afternoon, back in Cairo we visited the 

incredible Bazaar where thousands of shoppers haggle and bargain with some of the world’s most colorful 

salesmen. 

 

On this morning we woke early to board our flight to Luxor. Our hotel on Crocodile Island is a well known 

birding site and we immediately set out to explore the surrounds. Rufous-tailed Scrub Robin was an important 

target and after an extensive search we were treated to some fine views. Nile Valley Sunbird was common and 

Greater Painted Snipe were found on the islands edge. Large flocks of Pallid Swift were seen. The following 

morning we set out early to explore the island again and this time we found Collared Pratincole, Black-headed 

Gull and Senegal Thick-knee. Thereafter we set off to explore the phenomenal sites around Luxor, namely: 

Luxor Temple, Karnak, “Valley of the Kings”, “Valley of the Queens” and the Temple of Hatshepsut. A 

Trumpeter Finch added some birding flavor to the Valley of the Kings and we found Brown-necked raven at 

Hatshepsut’s temple. 

 

Having enjoyed a great day of birds and antiquities Pete and I had a really early night as we were leaving at two-

in-the-morning for a day trip to the Red Sea coast. Arriving at El Gouna resort at dawn we were thrilled to find a 

plethora of migrants using the golf course as a resting point. We quickly found Red-throated, Tree and Tawny 

Pipits. Amongst the hundreds of Yellow Wagtails of different races Pete found a stunning Citrine Wagtail. 

Greater Short-toed Lark foraged on the greens and Eurasian Kestrel attacked the tired birds with terrifying (for 

the birds) regularity. As the day warmed up we started seeing good numbers of Eurasian Sparrowhawk. As the 

views improved we found a few Levant Sparrowhawks migrating with them. Heading into the hills our timing 

was excellent and we counted thousands of Black and White Storks heading north. Booted, Steppe and Lesser 

Spotted Eagle and the occasional Egyptian Vulture joined the numerous Common Buzzards as they all drifted 

north on the warming air. 

 

Searching the harbor at Hurghada produced both our target gulls; 

White-eyed and Sooty Gull as well as a bonus Slender-billed Gull. The 

mangrove area added Western Reef Egret and Eurasian Spoonbill to our 

now impressive day list. Pete did superbly on our way home to spot 



RBT Egypt Trip Report April 2007          3 

 
 

  

some sandgrouse in flight. We managed to re-locate the birds on the ground and we were extremely chuffed to 

find that they were Spotted Sandgrouse. 

 

Our last day was dedicated to some desert birding in the Wadi Hagul. We found a very productive patch that 

produced Greater Hoopoe Lark and Bar-tailed Lark, the sensational Cream-colored Courser and many other 

migrating species. Thereafter, a long and very quiet search finally ended with cracking views of Mourning 

Wheatear. 

 
 

Annotated Checklists of Birds  

 
Birds: nomenclature and taxonomy follows J. F. Clements Birds of the World: A Checklist 5

th
 Edition (2000) 

Ibis Publishing Company, with updates to July 2005. Any deviations from Clements are indicated by square 

brackets and explained in taxonomic notes. Extensive research has been conducted into potential splits. 

 

Cormorants & Shags  Phalacrocoracidae 
 

Great Cormorant     Phalacrocorax carbo 
Small numbers were seen from Crocodile island. 
NOTE: The resident white-breasted African subspecies P. c. lucidus is regarded by some authorities to be a distinct species; White-

breasted Cormorant. 
 

Herons, Egrets & Bitterns  Ardeidae 

 

Gray Heron     Ardea cinerea 
Regularly recorded at most wetland sites and along the Nile River. 

Purple Heron     Ardea purpurea 
Good numbers, all flying north were seen at Hurghada. 
NOTE: The Cape Verde Islands A. p. bournei is sometimes split off as Cape Verde Purple Heron or Bourne’s Heron. 

Western Reef-Egret     Egretta gularis 
Three birds were seen at a Mangrove area south of Hurghada. 
NOTE: Clements used to lump Little, Western Reef E. gularis and Madagascar’s Dimorphic Egret E. dimorpha into a single species. 

Clements has now  placed E gularis as a full species, Western Reef-Egret,  which we recorded in Egypt. 

Little Egret     Egretta garzetta 
Regularly recorded at water bodies along the Nile. 
NOTE: Clements lumps Little and Madagascar’s Dimorphic Egret E. dimorpha into a single species. This treatment is not widely 

accepted. 

Squacco Heron     Ardeola ralloides 
Regularly recorded at most wetland sights and along the Nile River. 

Cattle Egret     Bubulcus ibis 
Regularly recorded throughout Egypt in small numbers. 
NOTE: This group may be split into 2 species, the nominate Common Cattle Egret (which is what we recorded in Egypt) and the 

Asian/Australasian Eastern Cattle Egret E. coromanda.  This split is as yet not recognised by Clements. 
Striated Heron     Butorides striata 
Seen in the delta. 
NOTE: This species group is treated by Clements as 2 species, the nominate Striated Heron and Little Green Heron of North America ( B. 

sundevalli Lava Heron of the Galapagos has recently been lumped into Striated Heron.) Other authorities lump all three forms into a 

single species, called Green-backed Heron (as per Handbook of Birds of the World.) 

Black-crowned Night-Heron    Nycticorax nycticorax 
Recorded in the Nile delta area. 

 

Storks  Ciconidae 
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Black Stork     Ciconia nigra 
An enormous number were seen whilst watching migrating raptors. 

White Stork     Ciconia ciconia 
Seen at the same passage route as the above species but in even greater numbers. 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
 

Eurasian Spoonbill     Platalea leucorodia 
A single bird was seen at Mangroves south of Hurghada.                                  

 

Hawks, Kites, Eagles & Vultures  Accipitridae 

 

Black-shouldered Kite     Elanus caeruleus 

We enjoyed views in the Nile delta area. 

Black Kite     Milvus migrans 
This Inter-African migrant breeds in Egypt and is often considered a distinct species, Yellow-billed Kite  
NOTE: Clements treats Yellow-billed and Black Kite as one species. 
Egyptian Vulture     Neophron percnopterus 

We enjoyed superb views of an adult migrating along the mountains close to Hurghada. 

Western Marsh-Harrier    Circus aeruginosus 
An awesome male was recorded at El Gouna golf course.                                                              

Eurasian Sparrowhawk                                   Accipiter nisus 
20+ were found migrating along the Abu Shir Mountain range at Hurghada. 

Levant Sparrowhawk                                   Accipiter brevipes 
Some great views of individuals flying low and slow were had at Hurghada. 

Eurasian Buzzard     Buteo buteo 

Recorded in large numbers migrating along the Abu Shir Mountains. 
NOTE: The subspecies which we mostly encountered is the northern breeding B. b. vulpinus, sometimes regarded as a separate species; 

Western Steppe Buzzard, from the nominate Common Buzzard and three other incipient groups in eastern Asia. Clements does not as yet 

recognise any of these splits. 

Long-legged Buzzard     Buteo rufinus 
A singleton was seen migrating at Hurghada. 

Lesser Spotted Eagle                                         Aquila pomarina 
Small numbers were seen at Hurghada. 
Note: Race hastata of Lesser Spotted Eagle is raised to species level, Indian Spotted Eagle A. hastata.  

Steppe Eagle     Aquila nipalensis 
The Abu Shir Mountain range at Hurghada produced good numbers of migrating birds. 
NOTE: The Western Steppe Eagle A. n. orientalis which we recorded, may be split from the Eastern Steppe Eagle A. n. nipalensis. This 

split is as yet not recognised by Clements. 
Booted Eagle                                        Aquila pennatus 
Pale and dark morph individuals were seen amongst migrating Common Buzzards at the Abu Shir Mountains. 

 

Falcons & Caracaras  Falconidae 
 

Eurasian Kestrel     Falco tinnunculus 

Regularly recorded, almost daily, in small numbers throughout Egypt. 
NOTE: Some authorities split this species into Common Kestrel, F. tinnunculus which we observed (occuring in East Africa and the 

Palaearctic region) and Rock Kestrel, F. rupicolus which occurs in Southern Africa. Clements does not as yet recognize these splits 

 

Rails, Gallinules & Coots  Rallidae 

 

Purple Swamphen                                             Porphyrio porphyrio 



RBT Egypt Trip Report April 2007          5 

 
 

  

Fairly common on the Nile River at Crocodile Island.                                         
NOTE: This cosmopolitan species is currently in taxonomic review and several forms are expected to be recognised as distinct species. 

The form we recorded would then become African Swamphen (P. madagascariensis.) Other forms to be recognised may include Indian 

Swamphen (P. poliocephalus,) Philippine Swamphen (P. pulverulentus) and Eastern Swamphen (P. melanotus). 

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus 
Seen at Crocodile Island.  

 

Painted-Snipe  Rostratulidae 

 

Greater Painted-snipe                                      Rostratula benghalensis 
We enjoyed excellent and close views of a female bird at the fish ponds and a pair on Crocodile Island. 

 

Stilts & Avocets  Recurvirostridae 

 

Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus 

Seen at Crocodile Island. 

 

Thick-knees  Burhinidae 

 

Senegal Thick-knee     Burhinus senegalensis 
We had good looks at birds on Crocodile Island. 

[Eurasian Thick-knee]                                        Burhinus oedicnemus 
A pair was found on the golf course at El Gouna.  

 

Coursers & Pratincoles  Glareolidae 

 

Collared Pratincole                                           Glareola pratincola 
A single bird was seen on Crocodile Island. 

Cream-colored Courser                                        Cursurius cursor 
Two of these beautiful birds were found in the desert at Wadi Hagul. 

  

Plovers & Lapwings  Charadriidae 

 

Spur-winged Plover     Vanellus spinosus 

The most common wetland lapwing occuring at virtually every wetland. 

Little Ringed Plover     Charadrius dubius 
A single at the fish ponds in the delta area.                       

 

Sandpipers & Allies  Scolopacidae 

 

Common Snipe     Gallinago gallinago 
A few were flushed at the fish ponds in the delta area.             
Note: New World race delicata of Common Snipe has been raised to species level, Wilson’s Snipe Gallinago delicata. 

Spotted Redshank                                             Tringa erythropus 
A small group seen at the fish ponds. 

Common Greenshank     Tringa nebularia 
Recorded at the fish ponds. 

Wood Sandpiper     Tringa glareola 

Recorded at Crocodile Island, Luxor.   

Common Sandpiper     Actitis hypoleucos 

Recorded at Crocodile Island, Luxor. 
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Little Stint     Calidris minuta 

Recorded at Crocodile Island, Luxor. 

Ruff     Philomachus pugnax 

Recorded in small numbers scattered wetland sites throughout Egypt. 

 

Gulls  Laridae 

 

White-eyed Gull                                                Larus leucophthalmus 
This strikingly marked gull was recorded in the harbor at Hurghada.                      

Sooty Gull                                                          Larus hemprichii 
Greatly outnumbered by the previous species, seen at Hurghada. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull    Larus fuscus 
Seen on the Red Sea Coast. 

Black-headed Gull     Larus ridibundus 
Recorded once on Crocodile Island and again on the Red Sea Coast. 

Slender-billed Gull                                            Larus ichthyaetus 
Recorded alongside the previous species at the Hurghada harbor. 

 

Terns  Sternidae 

 

Caspian Tern                                                    Sterna caspia 
Seen on the Red Sea at Hurghada. 

Greater Crested Tern                                      Sterna bergii 
Two birds were seen at Hurghada. 

 

Sandgrouse  Pteroclidae 

 

Spotted Sandgrouse                                    Pterocles senegallus 
We enjoyed good views of three birds after a high speed spot by Pete.                                       

 

Doves & Pigeons Columbidae 

 

Rock Pigeon                                                      Columba livia 
Commonly seen at scattered localities throughout the trip.  

Eurasian Turtle-Dove     Streptopelia turtur 

Seen at scattered localities throughout Egypt. 

Laughing Dove     Streptopelia senegalensis 

Commonly recorded, almost daily, at many scattered sites throughout Egypt and high counts of 50+ birds on 

several days. 

 

Parrots  Psittacidae 
  

Rose-ringed Parakeet                                      Psittacula krameri 
Two birds were seen in Cairo. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 

 

Common Swift                                                  Apus apus 
Small numbers at Crocodile Island. 

Pallid Swift     Apus pallidus 
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We were treated to superb views of low flying birds at Crocodile Island. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 

 

Common Kingfisher                                     Alcedo atthis 
One of these beauties was found at the fish ponds. 

White-throated Kingfisher    Halcyon smyrnensis 
At the fish ponds we were treated to scope views of this stunning bird, one of Egypt’s most colorful. 

Pied Kingfisher     Ceryle rudis 

Commonly recorded at wetland sites throughout Egypt and highest count being 40+ at Crocodile Island, Luxor.  

 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 

 

Green Bee-eater     Merops orientalis 

Small numbers of these beauties were seen at scattered sites throughout Egypt. 

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater               Merops persicus 
We obtained good views of on our first day at the fish ponds. 

 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 

 

Eurasian Hoopoe     Upupa epops 
Small numbers seen on almost every day of the tour, at scattered sites throughout Egypt. 
NOTE: Clements only recognises two species of Hoopoe; Eurasian U. epops and Madagascar U. marginata. One further species, is 

widely recognised namely African U. africana and a 4th is sometimes recognised, West/Central African U. senegalensis. We only recorded 

the nominate Palaearctic form U. e. epops. 
 

Larks  Alaudidae 

 

Bar-tailed Lark                                                 Ammomanes cincturus 
A stunning pair were found at Wadi Hagul. 

Greater Hoopoe-Lark     Alaemon alaudipes 
Two of these amazing larks were found at Wadi Hagul. In flight the upper wings showed the large white 

secondaries flashes.  

Greater Short-toed Lark    Calandrella brachydactyla 

10 birds were seen on the El Gouna golf course. 

Crested Lark     Galerida cristata  
Recorded at scattered sites throughout Egypt. 

 

Swallows  Hirundinidae 

 

Bank Swallow (Sand Martin)   Riparia riparia 
Flocks were seen at El Gouna golf course.  

Rock Martin     Ptyonoprogne fuligula 
Recorded once at Hurghada. 
Note: Rock Martin and Pale Crag-Martin are merged into a single species: Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula. Race birwae is now 

considered synonymous with bansoensis; race rufigula now considered synonymous with fusciventris; race peloplasta now considered 

synonymous with pallida. del Hoyo et al. 2004. op. cit. 

Barn Swallow     Hirundo rustica 

Recorded in large numbers on nearly every day of the tour. The Egyptian race r. savignii which are a deep rusty 

reddish color were seen on several occasions at scattered sites and we observed flocks of migrating white-bellied 

Palaearctic birds. 
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NOTE: This cosmopolitan species complex is likely to be split based on the Old World nominate form and its congeners which would 

become Eurasian Swallow H. rustica and the New World Barn Swallow H. erythrogaster. Further splitting within the group may also be 

done e.g. the distinctive H. r. savignii which breeds in the Nile Valley and would be named Egyptian Swallow. We recorded 

representatives of the Palearctic migrant Barn/Eurasian Swallow as well as reddish bellied resident birds on our Egypt tour. Clements 

does not as yet recognise any of these splits. 
Red-rumped Swallow     Hirundo daurica 
Seen at Hurghada. 

House Martin     Delichon urbica 
Small numbers at El Gouna golf course. 

 

Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 
 

White Wagtail     Motacilla alba 
Small numbers seen almost daily throughout Egypt. 

Citrine Wagtail                   Motacilla citreola 
A single bird was found on the El Gouna golf course. 

(Western) Yellow Wagtail    Motacilla flava 
Small numbers seen almost daily throughout Egypt with the highest numbers being 1000+ on the golf course at 

El Gouna. 
NOTE: Some authorities have recently split the Yellow Wagtail complex into 2 full species, Eastern and Western Yellow Wagtail. 

Clements does not recognize this split as yet. The feldeggi race we observed may also be split off as Black-headed Wagtail.  

Tawny Pipit     Anthus campestris 

Seen at the El Gouna golf course.  

Tree Pipit     Anthus trivialis 

Recorded at the El Gouna golf course in small numbers. 

Red-throated Pipit     Anthus cervinus 
Seen at scattered sites with a high count of 40 on the El Gouna golf course, Hurghada. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 

 

Common Bulbul     Pycnonotus barbatus 
Seen at scattered sites throughout Egypt. 
NOTE: Another very confusing polytypic species complex. Several Asian and African forms have already been recognised as distinct 

species within the super-species. Several other forms (including ones which we recorded i.e. Egyptian Bulbul P. arsinoe and Dark-capped 

Bulbul P. tricolor) are likely to be recognised as distinct once genetic analysis and further study is completed 
 

Thrushes & Allies  Turdidae 
 

Rufous-tailed Rock-Thrush    Monticola saxatilis 

A single male spotted at the El Gouna golf course. 

Eurasian Blackbird     Turdus merula 

Two birds seen on our first walk in Cairo.   

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
 

Zitting Cisticola     Cisticola juncidis 
Several birds were seen at Crocodile Island.  

Graceful Prinia     Prinia gracilis 
Commonly seen at scattered sites throughout Egypt.  

        

Old World Warblers  Sylviidae 
 

Eurasian Reed-Warbler    Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
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Common at  Crocodile Island, Luxor. 

Clamorous Reed-Warbler           Acrocephalus stentoreus 
This large warbler was first heard and then seen the fish ponds in the Nile delta area. 

Eastern Olivaceous Warbler      Hippolais pallida 
A common species seen at scattered localities throughout Egypt. 
Note: Olivaceous Warbler is split into two species. Monotypic Western Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais opaca, and Eastern Olivaceous 

Warbler Hippolais pallida with races elaeica, reiseri and laeneni.  

Willow Warbler     Phylloscopus trochilus 
Only recorded twice on tour. 

Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler                               Phylloscopus orientalis 
Seen once on Crocodile Island. 
NOTE: Bonelli’s Warbler has been split into two species. Western Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli and Eastern 

Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus orientalis. 

Lesser Whitethroat     Sylvia curruca 
Small numbers seen at scattered sites throughout Egypt. 

 

Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
 

Collared Flycatcher                                         Ficedula albicollis 
A beautifully plumaged male was found in Cairo and another at Wadi Hagul. 

Rufous-tailed Scrub-Robin    Cercotrichas galactotes 
A single was seen at our hotel grounds at Crocodile Island, Luxor. 

Common Redstart     Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
A single bird was seen on the road between Hurghada and Luxor. 

Northern Wheatear     Oenanthe oenanthe 
Small numbers seen at scattered sites throughout Egypt.  
NOTE: The North-West African  race may be split off as Black-throated Wheatear O. seebohmi. The Palearctic migrant forms which we 

recorded would remain within the nominate group. 
Mourning Wheatear     Oenanthe lugens 
A single bird was seen at Wadi Hagul.  
NOTE: This extremely variable complex with an extensive range and many distinctive isolated populations is a perfect candidate for 

multi-splitting.  
Black-eared Wheatear     Oenanthe hispanica 

A single was found in Wadi Hagul..   

Isabelline Wheatear     Oenanthe isabellina 
A single was seen close to the outskirts of Cairo. 

 

Sunbirds & Spiderhunters  Nectarinidae 

 

Nile Valley Sunbird     Hedydipna metallica 
Good numbers were recorded on Crocodile Island. 

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 

 

Southern Gray Shrike     Lanius meridionalis 
A single bird was seen at the Saqqara pyramids. 
NOTE: This complex which used to be lumped with Northern Shrike L. excubitor is being considered for further splitting. These splits 

would include the nominate Southern Gray Shrike, the migrant Steppe Shrike (L. pallidirostris) and Saharan Shrike (L. leucopygos) 

which is the form we recorded in Egypt during our tour. Clements recognises the split from Northern Shrike but not the further splits of 

the Southern Gray Shrike group. 

Masked Shrike     Lanius nubicus 

Seen in small numbers at Crocodile Island. 
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Crows, Jays & Magpies  Corvidae 

 

Hooded Crow                                                    Corvus corone 
Commonly seen throughout the tour. 
Note: Carrion Crow is split into two species. Carrion Crow Corvus corone and Hooded Crow Corvus cornix. The race orientalis of 

Hooded Crow, from central and eastern Asia, overlaps locally with C. cornix in Siberia with only limited hybridization, suggesting that it 

also is a separate species.  

Brown-necked Raven     Corvus ruficollis 
Regularly encountered at scattered sites in the desert areas and along the mountain ranges. 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
 

House Sparrow                                                 Passer domesticus 
Commonly seen throughout the tour with up to 200+ seen daily in Cairo. 

 

.Siskins, Crossbills & Allies  Fringillidae 

 

Trumpeter Finch                                            Rhodopechys githaginea 
Some birds were seen in the Valley of the Kings. 

 

 

Photo Credits (in order of appearance) 

 

Pyramids of Giza by David Shackelford 

White-throated Kingfisher by Adam Riley 

White-eyed Gull by David Shackelford 
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